
get dressed. 
Give Back.

A Fun Night on the Fish Pi
er for a Fabulous Cause!

Annual Fundraiser to Support
NEADS World Class Service Dogs

September 29, 2023
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At D’Ambrosio Eye Care, Inc. 
we are committed to 

helping our local 
communities. 

 
We are proud sponsors of 

the annual event,  
Get Dressed. Give Back.  

 

 
 

MASSACHUSETTS LOCATIONS  
LANCASTER-ACTON-GARDNER-ATHOL-LEOMINSTER-WORCESTER 

978-325-EYES 



1GET DRESSED. GIVE BACK.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Opening Remarks and Host Introduction 
Gerry DeRoche, NEADS CEO

Keynote Speaker
Tiziana Dearing, host of Radio Boston on WBUR

Host Remarks
Keith McGilvery, News Anchor Fox 61

Working Service Dog Team Presenter
Patrick Cogan and Service Dog Knight

Silent Auction and Raffle
Winners Announced
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about the event

Welcome to Get Dressed. Give Back, a fun 
night on the Fish Pier for a fabulous cause. 

Get Dressed. Give Back. Not just a night out with friends for fun and 
fundraising. The very name of this event is a nod to the incredible training 
received by our World Class Service Dogs.

“Get Dressed” is a command all NEADS Service Dogs are taught, meaning it’s 
time to work. Put on your vest and gentle leader, and it is all business.

“Give” is when a Service Dog, who has retrieved and held an item in their 
mouth for their handler, is asked to release that item into their waiting hand.   

“Back” A command used by our clients when they find hemselves in tight 
spaces with their Service Dog. Their dog will turn around and face them, and 
walk backwards until they are in a better position.

NEADS World Class Service Dogs change lives.

Established in 1976, NEADS World Class Service Dogs is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi  
organization based in Massachusetts that has trained more than 1,900 Service  
Dogs for people with a variety of disabilities or hearing loss. Our dogs are highly 
trained to:

• Provide independence when matched with people who are deaf or have 
physical disabilities, and also veterans who have PTSD

• Promote confidence and socia ization when matched with children who have 
autism or other developmental disabilities

• Provide integrated therapeutic assistance when matched with caring 
professionals in settings like classrooms, hospitals, courthouses, mental health 
practices, and the ministry
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Keith McGilvery is an anchor for the 
Hartford-based FOX61 Morning 
News weekdays from 4am to 11am. 
He can often be found sharing good 
news stories across Connecticut. 
He is a leader with the station’s 
Student News program, and sits 
on its TEGNA Foundation board 
recognizing community groups doing 
important work around the region.   

Keith previously worked at WCAX-TV, 
the CBS affi iate in Burlington, VT, 
where he co-anchored the Channel 
3 News at 11 and co-hosted the 
station’s daily talk show, The :30. His 
career started at WVIR/NBC29 in 
Charlottesville, VA, where he worked 
as a general assignment reporter.

Keith earned a BA in Political 
Science and Communications from 
Fordham University and an MA in 
Journalism from Emerson College. 
Keith is the recipient of the Fordham 
College Alumni Award, recognizing 
academic excellence as well as his 
work with the Special Olympics and 
other community groups. He also 
received the Radio-Television News 
Directors Foundation’s Abe Schechter 
Scholarship for his work as a young 
journalist and was named a “Rising 
Star” by Vermont Business Magazine.

Keith is a big supporter of NEADS. 
In 2019 Keith sponsored Assistance 
Dog Morrissey after receiving a 

financial prize f om FedEx. Today 
Morrissey is working with children 
who have autism and with members 
of the National Guard. In September 
of 2022 Fox61 and the TEGNA 
Foundation sponsored a second 
puppy named Mystic. Fox61 is 
following her journey as well. More 
than 1,800 viewers stepped up to 
vote on her name! 

Keith loves to travel. He has 
backpacked across five con inents and 
enjoys speaking with students about 
his adventures. Keith is originally from 
Milton and is a graduate of Boston 
College High School.

our host

KEITH McGILVERY
Fox 61 News Anchor
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keynote speaker

Tiziana Dearing is the host of Radio 
Boston on WBUR.

She’s been a commentator and 
contributor to WBUR for more than 
a decade, and has contributed to 
a number of other regional and 
national news outlets.

Prior to joining the Radio Boston 
team, Tiziana was a professor at 
Boston College in the School of 
Social Work, where she taught social 
innovation and leadership. While 
there, she co-directed the Center for 
Social Innovation and co-founded 
Research in Social, Economic and 
Environmental Equity. A longtime 
anti-poverty advocate, Tiziana 
also ran Boston Rising, a startup 
antipoverty fund to end generational 
poverty in Boston, and was the 
first woman p esident of Catholic 
Charities for the Archdiocese of 
Boston, a social service organization 
that, at the time, served about 
140,000 people a year.

Tiziana has served on boards and 
advisory councils for organizations 
ranging from InnerCity Weighlifting 
and SparkShare to the Rappaport 
Institute for Greater Boston, UTEC 
and the Marion and Jasper Whiting 
Foundation.  She holds a Masters 
in Public Policy from the Harvard 
Kennedy School, where she was a 

Kennedy School Fellow, and a BA 
from the University of Michigan.  
She’s won a number of awards in 
the city, including a Pinnacle Award 
from the Greater Boston Chamber 
of Commerce and Boston Business 
Journal’s 40 Under 40.  Tiziana lives 
in Newton with her husband and two 
children.

TIZIANA DEARING 
Host of WBUR’s Radio Boston
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client speaker

Patrick was diagnosed with 
Friedrich’s Ataxia, a degenerative 
neuromuscular disease with a life-
shortening prognosis, when he was 
26, although he had been showing 
signs of the disease from a young 
age. Patrick’s symptoms, such 
as difficu ty walking and fatigue, 
ultimately led him to rely on a 
wheelchair for mobility. According 
to Patrick, “People started telling 
me what I couldn’t do, and that 
motivated me to discover what I 
could do.” Since his diagnosis, he 
has competed in several triathlons, 
completed the Boston Marathon, and 
achieved countless other personal 
physical milestones.
 
Patrick cherishes his independence, 
which eventually led him to NEADS, 
where he was paired with Service 
Dog Knight in 2021.
 
Before Knight became his trusted 
companion, Patrick frequently faced 
the risk of falls from his wheelchair 
while attempting to retrieve dropped 
items such as his phone, a piece 
of clothing, or other essentials. 
Reflec ing on this, Patrick remarks, 
“Having Knight there to help me 
pick things up is tremendous. It may 
sound like a minor thing, but it has 

truly changed my life, as it gives 
me the confidence I need to ive 
independently.”
 
Knight also motivates Patrick to 
get up and out every day. The two 
go everywhere together – to work, 
Red Sox games, weddings, even 
volunteering at NEADS. Says Patrick, 
“Having Knight by my side to assist 
me, and knowing he is there for me 
empowers me to keep challenging 
myself and enjoy every moment of 
life.”

Patrick Cogan and 
NEADS Service Dog  
for Knight KNIGHT



THANK 
YOU  
to all of  
our Sponsors  
and Supporters! 
Abaris Financial Group
The Black Dog
Blue Buffalo
Braley & Wellington Insurance Agency
Burke Distributing Corporation
East Coast Telcom Solutions
Enterprise Wealth Management
Leominster Credit Union
National Development
Martha Coakley
The Cogan Family
Larry and Nanine Costa
Gerry and Kathie DeRoche
Sue Feit
Barbara & Tom Heidgerd  
The Audrey Connor Charitable Foundation
Maureen Manning
In Honor of Service Dog Maurice’s Retirement
Laura McTaggart and Tom Nolan
Robert & Patricia Sumner

We couldn’t 

do what we do 

without you all!
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event organizers

NEADS STAFF
Cathy Zemaitis, Chief Development and Programs Office   
Audrey Trieschman, Director of Communications and Workforce Engagement
Melissa Baern, Supervisor of Foundation Relations and Planned Giving
Lori Barrett, Creative Media Specialist 
Amanda Charbonneau, Supervisor of Client Fundraising
Tracy Kelly, Data Operations Manager
Hannah Kump, Supervisor of Retail & Community Fundraising

VOLUNTEERS
Nicole Ferreira
Patricia Sumner
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SILENT AUCTION SPONSORS
Bennett Building Corp.

Gerry & Kathie DeRoche

Nicole & Teo Ferreira

Susan Koors

In Honor of Service Dog Maurice’s Retirement

Jeffrey & Carol Mushnick

FRIENDS OF NEADS
James Hicks & Karen Hicks

Mary R. Jeka

Dr. Gerald and Phyllis Kassels

Karen Keelan

Stephen & Karen Kinsella

Cindy and Bob Lepofsky

Matt and Bonnie the Beautiful

McLaren and Associates, CPAs

Mr. Francis Messina and Mrs. Kirsten Messina

Bill and Michelle O’Connell

our sponsors



abarisfinancialgroup.com

This year’s event gift is a box of delightful 

Harbor Sweets chocolate paw prints courtesy of  

We are so glad you could join us tonight!

AFTER PARTY SNACKS!

bE SURE TO GET YOUR TICKET FOR FREE FRIES
OR $3.50 CREDIT TOWARD YOUR ORDER AT 

MELT FOOD TRUCK ARRIVING TONIGHT AFTER THE PROGRAM.
Sponsored by Friends of Service Dog Maurice



Cheers! 

BURKE DISTRIBUTING CORP.
RANDOLPH, MA

781.986.6300
BURKDIST.COM

Cheers! 
raise a glass to
our sponsor



RAFA 

WISHES YOU ALL

A GREAT NIGHT!

A. kIM sAAL
neads Board of directors, vice chair



With lots of love to NEADS
and Get Dressed. Give Back!

Kisses,
Classroom Assistance Dog J.D. 
-Serving Students Since 2020



www.regancomm.com • 617-488-2800

BOSTON / NEW YORK / WASHINGTON DC / NEW LONDON / PROVIDENCE / CAPE COD / FLORIDA / CHARLESTON

DECADES OF BUILDING NATIONAL BRANDS

We Deliver Results.



Come see friends of NEADS Martin & Kelly
as they perform LIVE in the tent tonight! 

Sponsored by Maureen Manning

martinkellymusic.com





THE BOSTON RED SOX
ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT

NEADS WORLD CLASS
SERVICE DOGS 



48 WATERS AVE #1 EVERETT, MA | PARK9DOGBAR.COM | PARK9DOGBAR

Visit Park-9, New England’s Only Indoor Dog Park,  
Bar and Dog Daycare Combined Under One Woof Roof!



LORING

HAPPY RETIREMENT
NEADS Service Dog Ambassador

Oh, the Places
You Went!



We express our deepest 
gratitude for the hard work 
and expertise of the entire 
NEADS staff and board.

Thank you!

Thank you for all 
you do for NEADS!

Laura McTaggart &
Tom Nolan







NEADS World Class Service Dogs change lives



es





Thank you 
NEADS for 
bringing 
Knight into 
Patrick’s life!

The Cogan, Herman, Herman-Wood & 
Tripp Families

You’ve come a long way baby!
(Knight’s 1st weekend in training)

Sue Feit, NEADS BOD and Puppy Raiser

Congratulations
Patrick and Knight!!!



877-325-3778 
EnterpriseWealth.com

Enterprise Wealth Management proudly sponsors NEADS World Class Service Dogs’  

Get Dressed. Give Back. Fundraiser

“Enterprise Wealth Management is a division of  Enterprise Bank providing comprehensive wealth management, including investment management, 
financial planning, trust and advisory services to individual and institutional clients.

Investment products are not a Deposit, not FDIC Insured, not guaranteed by Enterprise Bank, not Insured by any government agency and may lose value.





B E S T  W E S T E R N  P L U S  W AT E R B U R Y- S T O W E ,  V T  

E X P L O R E

R E L A X

S L E E P
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bestwesternwaterburystowe.com



Customized 
solutions … 
designed for 
members.

Contact LCU –                  
and  consider                                             
it done!

Let’s do this.

YOU’RE SOMEBODY
(800) 649-4646  |  leominstercu.com

Leominster  |  Clinton  |  Holden
North Leominster  |  Sterling  |  Worcester



800-540-4993  |  CurryPrinting.com

Proud Supporter of NEADS’
Get Dressed. Give Back.

Fundraiser







Barbara and Tom Heidgerd 
and the Audrey Connor Charitable

Foundation are pleased to support NEADS in
2023 in its ongoing mission to breed, raise,

and train World Class Service Dogs.

Please Join our family guys—Yogi
and Gus—in saying thank-you to

NEADS for all they do.

Do you have a Son, Daughter, or
Grandchild who is Serving or has
Served, in the United States Armed

Forces? 

If so, WE WANT YOU! 

Come join a group dedicated to
supporting the needs of Military

Mothers, Active Service, and
Veterans. 

Meetings are held the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 7PM,

Veterans Center,100 West St.,
Leominster. 

For more information, email:
MassChap1@gmail.com







Member FDIC.  9/19

berkshirebank.com

We are proud to support the 
NEADS 7th Annual Fundraiser

Our support for local events and 
organizations is well known. It is a 
key factor in our commitment to 
the well-being and vitality of the 
communities we serve.





It takes a village to raise, train and connect great service dogs to clients, and 
we are proud to be part of that village. We’re excited to match our passion for 
changing and bettering the world with organizations like NEADS. 

As financial advisors in the community, it’s vital to our vision to support the 
causes and organizations that make it great. Unique missions like NEADS 
help us to give back and lift up those who need it most. 

Congratulations NEADS
on over 455 years of helping clients by training World Class Service Dogs!

Abaris Financial Group is proud to 
attend and sponsor the annual 

Get Dressed. 
Give Back. 
Fundraising 
Event!

Can Abaris help you create a financial plan that enhances your 
life and betters your world? Get in touch with us today: 
(978) 371-9649, check us out online at
www.abarisfinancialgroup.com

Damonmill Square  |  9 Pond Lane  |  Suite #1F  |  Concord, MA 01742
Investment advisory services offered through CWM, LLC, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

At Abaris Financial, we believe that 
an exceptional life starts with an 
exceptional financial plan. A big 
part of that plan is supporting 
causes like NEADS that we fully 
believe in. 





You can make
a difference in the life of a person

with a disability.

To donate, please visit
neads.org/donate today

NEADS World Class Service Dogs change lives
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Talk to your  
Merck Animal Health  

representative to  
learn more. 

us.bravecto.com

PROTECTION  
THAT GOES LOOONG
We know compliance can be tough for clients. That’s 
why a single dose of BRAVECTO® Chews lasts nearly 
3x longer than a single dose of monthly flea and tick 
products.1 Give your clients less to worry about 
and your patients more between doses.*

(fluralaner)
Chews

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: BRAVECTO (fluralaner) Chews for Dogs: The most 
commonly reported adverse reactions include vomiting, lethargy, diarrhea, anorexia and 
pruritus. In some cases, adverse events have been reported following use in breeding females. 
BRAVECTO Chews has not been shown to be effective for 12-weeks’ duration in puppies  
less than 6 months of age. BRAVECTO Chews is not effective against lone star ticks beyond  
8 weeks of dosing. Fluralaner is a member of the isoxazoline class. This class has been 
associated with neurologic adverse reactions including tremors, ataxia, and seizures. Seizures 
have been reported in dogs receiving isoxazoline class drugs, even in dogs without a history  
of seizures. Use with caution in dogs with a history of seizures or neurologic disorders.  
Please see full product information at us.bravecto.com.

Copyright © 2022 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates. All rights reserved. US-BRV-221000015  721759

* Compared to monthly products. 
†  BRAVECTO (fluralaner) Chews for Dogs kills fleas, prevents flea infestations, and kills ticks 
(black-legged tick, American dog tick, brown dog tick, and Asian longhorned tick) for 12 weeks. 
BRAVECTO Chews also kills lone star ticks for 8 weeks.

Reference: 1. BRAVECTO® Chews [product label]. Madison, NJ: Merck Animal Health; 2022.



Blue Star Mothers Of Central Massachusetts, Chapter 3 
http://bluestarmomsmassch3.org

Also find us on Facebook 
@BlueStarMothersCentralMassChapter3

Supporting our Children in the Military

Monthly Meetings at Veteran’s Inc. 
(Parking in rear)
Contact president.ma3@bluestarmothers.us
for meeting information
69 Grove Street
Worcester, MA 01605

Mailing address:
BSM of America, Inc. 
Chapter 3
PO Box 31
Worcester, MA 01613-0031

Our definition of Mother:
Birthmother, adoptive mother, step-mother, foster mother, 

Grandmother, or legal guardian
Of a person who is serving or has served in the Armed Forces.

IN HONOR OF ALL WHO SERVE PAST AND PRESENT



Special Thanks to the
NEADS Staff 

For making a difference in our clients’ lives 

 with appreciation from 

Kai Worrell & Family 







GREAT PLACES TO BARK AND ROAM

24 Main Street, Concord, MA | 781-488-1355 www.landvest.com

I love dogs. Dogs and houses and horses... During 
property tours I ask a very important question,
“would Barnabas (my 2 year old, Labrador Retriever) 
be happy and safe here?” Seems simple, but not 
everyone has the understanding of the basic 
needs of dogs and dogs lovers. I bring that 
knowledge to the table. Happy dog, happy house.

J. Stanl ey Edwar ds
jsedwards@landvest.com
617-293-8209

101 PLEASENT STREET
2.67± Acres | Leicester, MA | $699K

CONCORD CONTEMPORARY 
1.42± Acres | $2,150,000

Stanley, Barnabas and Deej

MEADOW MARCH RIDING CENTER
10.67± Acres | Harvard, MA | $2.195M




